
Cllr. RUAIRÍ 
McGINLEY

INDEPENDENT

COUNCIL UPDATE - JUNE 2018

E: ruairi.mcginley@dublincity.ie
www.ruairimcginley.ie 
T: 086 830 11 11 

NEW KIMMAGE - RATHMINES LEA BOUNDARY 
REVISION

Ruairi has represented both Crumlin / Kimmage and Rathgar / 
Rathmines on Dublin City council for many years.LOCAL NEWS

RATHGAR VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN (VIP)
The finalised Rathgar Village Improvement 
Plan (VIP) was approved at the January 2015 
South East Area Committee. The Part 8 for 
Herzog Park was approved at the meeting 
of the City Council on 9th January 2017. 
Implementation works have commenced 
with re-alignment of the bring centre by 
Waste Management Section. Consultation 
was carried out with three local primary 
schools in relation to providing a nature 
play area in the woodland area. Tree works 
have been completed and works to Nature 
Play area will be completed by end of 2018. 
Further works planned for 2018 include 
creation of Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) 
on site of old bowling green and planting / 
landscaping / path works in park. Tender 

is currently being prepared to appoint 
contractor.

DODDER GREEN WAY
Consultants working on behalf of Dublin 
City Council are currently developing a 
preferred option for the entire Dodder 
Greenway. It is intended to conduct a round 
of non-statutory public consultation on the 
emerging preferred option in Q3 of 2018 
before proceeding to preliminary design and 
beginning the planning process.

Achieving 15% reduction in level of Local Property Tax
The LPT 15% reduction has been adopted in each years budget.

Increasing service efficiencies in council services
I am working on this as part of the Service Delivery Plan Working Group.

Seeking to increase supply of social housing
This has been the number one priority for City Council in this term.

Planning for development of Dublin post 2017
The development plan for Dublin City 2016 - 2022 has been adopted.

Community development supports
Support for ongoing community development
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LOCAL PROPERTY TAX?

The LPT is due to change in 2019 and the finance 
SPC recently made a submission on proposed 
changes.

Proposals
The proposals stemming from this report 
are set out as follows, and echo those of the 
Thornhill (2015).

1. An independent appraisal of local authority 
needs and resources, and hence of the validity of 
the baseline funding model for local authorities, 
needs to be conducted at an early opportunity, 
within the lifetime of the current LPT valuation, 
before deciding on the next revaluation in 
2019. Currently, the substantial leakage of LPT 

receipts from Dublin City to the Exchequer and 

to other parts of the State means that DCC 
residents are not gaining as they should be from 
the system.

2. A theme throughout this report is the 
importance of Dublin as the country’s Capital 
City, within which the DCC area is the largest 
employment centre in Ireland, for commuters 
as well as those both living and working in 
Dublin.

3. The LPT system needs to move to one in 
which local authorities retain 100% of the LPT 
raised in their areas as soon as possible, ideally 
from the next revaluation. Householders in the 
DCC area understood that they would benefit 
from more local services when the LPT was 
introduced but this has not happened because 
of how the LPT has operated to date. The LPT, 

Ruairí McGinley has served as a City 
Councillor on Dublin City Council since 
1995.

In 2014 Ruairí ran as an Independent 
candidate in the newly created Rathmines 
Rathgar electoral area which had been 
changed to include Harolds Cross and 
Terenure which had previously been in 
Crumlin Kimmage electoral area.

Since his election Ruairí has been working 
with the other 11 Independents elected 
right across Dublin City. 

Ruairí chairs the Finance Strategic Policy 
Committee and is a member of Corporate 
Policy Group of Dublin City Council. This 
fits with Ruairi’s professional background 
as an accountant. 

Ruairí was also nominated by Dublin City 
Council to serve as a Director of Our Ladies 
Hospital for Sick Children where he has 
served as a Director in the period 1995 
-1999 and 2009 to date

ABOUT RUAIRÍ:

Coffee Morning in Harold’s Cross HospiceWHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING SINCE LOCAL 
ELECTION 2014?
63 Councillors represent Dublin City, of which 12 are Independents.

I am currently working alongside like minded Independents and am active on the following:

•	 Dublin	City	Council

•	 South	East	Local	Area	Committee

•	 Finance	Strategic	Policy	Committee	(Chair)

•	 Corporate	Policy	Group

•	 	Budget	Consultative	Group	(Chair)

•	 Service	Delivery	Plan	&	Resources	Working	Group	(Chair)

•	 Transportation	SPC

•	 Choiste	na	Gaeilge

•	 Board	member	of	Our	Lady’s	Childrens	Hospital,	Crumlin

as it currently stands, is not a true local tax, even 
though most people agree with the principle of the 
LPT; the reality is that people are struggling to see its 
benefits, even with high compliance.

4. The next revaluation period should see cessation 
of the current arrangements for Equalisation, to 
be replaced by a new arrangement in which local 
authorities with weaker tax bases receive any 
supplementary funding needed from the Exchequer.

5. From the next revaluation, local authorities should 
be required to provide householders and the general 
public in their respective areas with programmatic and 
other relevant information on how they spend the LPT 
funds available to them.

6. The exemptions provided for in the current system 
are no longer warranted and should not be renewed in 
the next revaluation.

7. The proposals regarding the deferral arrangements 
set out in the Thornhill Review should be implemented 
in the next revaluation.

8. The aforementioned independent review should 
also consider alternative models of the LPT, including 
from other jurisdictions, mindful of the need to ensure 
“relative price stability”.

Given that the current system has generally been 
successful from a compliance perspective to date, 
the models should include consideration of a broadly 
similar system as currently, in which there are 
valuation bands (updated to reflect the reality of the 
marketplace) and a small number of rates (basic and 
high), the levels of which could be re-calibrated in line 
consumer price inflation or similar cost of living index.


